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THUS   TLMKti   HIHTUltY   <W   TllK   WAR.
A   TURKISH  BATTERY   NEAR   THE   SUEZ  CANAL.
the mountains. Some villages woro disarmed, sovoral notables sent to Damascus as hostages, and the Governor, Kuyinndjian Kffendi, was instructed to take his orders from the Ottoman Commander m {Syria. The Lebanese, in spite of their pro-British and pro-French sympathies, wisely refrained from any revolutionary movement, which would have exposed them to the sternest repressive measures.
The Ottoman soldiers,mostly Arabs, on their side behaved well. Subjects of the Entente Powers residing in Syria suffered much from the thievishness or from the suspicions of Turkish officers and officials. For the present it need only bo said that, whilo few acts of personal violence were recorded during tho period covered by this chapter, schools, churches, monasteries and private houses abandoned by their owners were seized with their contents by the military authorities, enemy subjects of military age who failed to leave in time wore interned, and the clergy and missionaries, more especially the French and Russians, either expelled or exiled, with the minimum of humanity, to the interior. Djemal Pasha, during these seizures of property and expulsions, informed all and sundry that 110 missionaries would be permitted to return to Palestine after the war. The Russian Jews, who formed the majority of the Zionist colonists in Palestine, were given the alternative of renouncing their nationality or leaving the country. To their credit many accepted exile and made their way by sea to Egypt in a state of dire destitution. Some of these unfortunate people were robbed and maltreated by the Turkish gendarmes before they left Palestine. This change of policy on the part of the Committee Government, which had at times shown strongly pro-Jewish and pro-Zionist leanings, would appear to ha\o been inspired by the belief that the Arabs, who feared the economic conquest of Palestine by
tho JPWH, would approeiaio this hid for their support. But none of those efforts to o\oito fanatical or anti-foreign Fooling aroused any general enthusiasm in favour of tho wur among the Moslems of Syria.
By the middle of December tho British garrison in Egypt had boon brought up to a strength that would havo enabled it to repel a far more formidable attack than that which the Turks ultimately directed against the. Canal position. It was composed of tho Australasian Army Corps of Australians and Now Zoalandors, tho KJast Lancashire Territorial Division with most of their Divisional troops, a Mounted Brigade of Yeomanry, and a strong Indian force, including a number of Imperial Service troops, mostly mounted, and many excellent Regular battalions, and of the strongt h of a powerful Army Corps. Of those troops part of tho Indian force were excellent. Tho Territorials and Yeomanry trained on very rapidly. The Australians, and to a loss oxtuit the Now Zoalandors, did not shako down v< ry kindly to military discipline at first. For tins thero were many reasons, notably tho lack of professional or, at all events, trained oflioors among them, the- extreme individualism of some of tho men, and, in HOI no cases, errors in recruiting by which men physically or morally unfit to belong to a Volunteer foreo had been allowed to enlist. But, oneo bad eliaraetors and meHicionts had been wooded out and thn oflicors had got some grip on their men, tho efficiency of the Australasian Army Corps improved rapidly. During tho campaign on tho Canal few of its units were actually engaged; it was not till the great fight on tho Six Beaches of the Gallipoli Peninsula that it had tho chonco of displaying to an astonished enomy tho wild valour and elan and the remarkable